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Library Welcomes Back Community  
While the Library has continued to serve the 

community throughout the pandemic, it was 

delightful to see use returning to pre-pandemic 

levels during 2022 and to welcome many new 

and lapsed members through our doors. 

Although the first part of the year remained 

under the shadow of COVID, library visits, par-

ticipation in programs, and, in particular, use of 

the meeting room by community groups, rose 

significantly as the year progressed.   

The Library was active in working with our 

many community partners (see p2-3) in 2022; 

and started or expanded new initiatives, such 

as a partnership with the French Catholic 

school board that resulted in the expansion of 

our French childrenôs collection, the introduc-

tion of a French language StoryTime program, 

and frequent class visits from École catholique 

Sainte-Marguerite-Bourgeoys. 

The Seed Library also had a successful sec-

ond year and added a new ñSeedy Saturdayò 

event. The Library hosted or participated in a 

number of other community events, including 

the ECO-Champions awards ceremony, the 

Chamber of Commerceôs new Snowflake 

Festival, and Christmas in Merrickville. 

The Library was pleased to switch to high 

speed fiber optic internet service in 2022.  

Although use of library computers has 

dropped since the pandemic, the high speed 

connection is available for use by residents 

without home access. 

The Library is also grateful for the communi-

tyôs financial support, including a generous 

$5,000 donation from the RBC (see p7). 

As the Library Boardôs term ends, they are 

proud of how the Library has adapted ser-

vices through this challenging time, continu-

ing to meet the needs of our communities 

and support municipal goals by contributing 

to the well-being of Merrickville-Wolford and 

Montague residents.  

ñThis is a great place.  

Thereôs always   

something going onò 

  ð S.B. 

# BY THE NUMBERS 
2022 Library Use  

Halloween Howl  - see more inside! 

Busiest Months:   July & August 

51% 
In Person:   11,600 

Zoom:        170  

Library Visits 

Programs & Meetings 

Programs/Meetings/Visits:  348   

Total Participants:  3,487   

See p4-5 

21% 

15% 

from 2019 

Library Materials:  20,020 

InterLibrary Loans Borrowed:     700  

InterLibrary Loans Lent:     535

eBooks:    8,725 

Kanopy Films:    1,420 
 

TOTAL Circulation:  31,400 

Items Borrowed 

27% 

Library Computers:  620 

Wifi:                    1,155 

TOTAL:                  1,775 
 

Website Views:   16,780 

4% 

Computer & Internet Use 

10% 

Individuals:         1,475 

Households/Grps:  695 

Library Members 

51% 

41% 
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Library Services Keep Evolving to Meet Community Demand  

More New Programs in 2022 

¶ òFitness for Your Aging Brainó (led by Deb Decairos) 

      -  classes following the video series for Ontario seniors 
 

¶ Grief Journaling (run by Beth Donovan Hospice) 

     -  series teaching the therapeutic benefits of journaling  
 

¶ Guided Meditation (run by Health Centre) 

      - series of weekly guided meditation sessions 
 

¶ Self-Publishing Workshop (led by Bruce Kemp) 

      - advice and tips from local author/small publisher 
 

¶ Art4Youth Workshops (led by local artists)                     - 

art workshops for tweens & teens 
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Following along as a group adds a social    
element to this government-funded ñbrain   

fitnessò initiative to support seniorsô mental & 
physical health  
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High Speed Internet 

Fiber optic Internet came to Merrickville in 2022, 

and the Library was delighted to be included in the 

catchment area for this service. 

Thanks to donated funds for needed hardware and 

IT support, the Library is now able to offer free pub-

lic access to a higher speed wireless connection for 

personal devices, as well as on the Libraryôs com-

puters. Residents without high-speed home access 

can use the Library for better video calls, streaming 

and significantly faster downloads/uploads. 

New Website 

The Library got a new website in 2022!  

Redesigned to be more user-friendly and 

updated to improve accessibility, the site 

also sports a fresh new look. Users can 

connect with the Libraryôs catalogue or  

e-collections and sign up for 

email updates on new books 

and activities at 

https://merrickvillelibrary.ca .   
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Decodable Books 

Decodable books have a controlled phonics-based 

vocabulary to help new and struggling readers devel-

op their skills and fluency.  They are an excellent 

resource for readers with dyslexia or other reading 

challenges.   

The Library added  this new collection thanks to a 

grant from the International Dyslexia Association 

(IDA) Ontario and additional funding from the Mer-

rickville Lions Club. 

French Books & StoryTime 

The Library received a huge donation of  

French books for children ð including picture 

books, early readers, chapter books and 

graphic novels ð  from the Conseil des écoles 

catholiques du Centre-Est (CECCE).    

The school board also helped introduce a new 

French language StoryTime program at the 

Library led by staff from École catholique 

Sainte-Marguerite-Bourgeoys. 

https://merrickvillelibrary.ca/
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Partnerships Enhance our Community 
Activities Support Engagement & Community Well-Being 

 

¶ Merrickville & District Trails Society 

¶ Sustainable Merrickville-Wolford 

¶ Historical Society 

¶ Chamber of Commerce 

¶ Community Health Centre 

¶ Beth Donovan Hospice 

¶ CECCE 

¶ Girl Guides 

¶ Local Schools 

¶ Merrickville Day Nursery School 

¶ Merrickville Cooperative Playgroup 

¶ Recreation Advisory Committee 

¶ Christmas in Merrickville 

Community Partners 

ECO-Champions winners! 

ECO-Champions 
 

The Library partnered with local environmentalists on 

this new contest for kids, spearheaded by resident 

Robbie Gilles, to raise awareness of species-at-risk 

in Merrickville-Wolford and how to help.   

2022 was the first year for this bilingual contest, and 

the Library was pleased to host the awards ceremo-

ny and display the entries through the summer. 

Year 2 is already underway!  The  

Library looks forward to displaying  

the 2023  entries.  Find out more at: 

www.ecochampions.ca 
Blockhouse Museum 

Staff added to the Libraryôs long-

standing partnership with the Merrick-

ville & District Historical Society in 

2022 by acting as staff supervisor for 

the Blockhouseôs summer students.  

Without this assistance, the Historical 

Society would have been unable to 

open the Blockhouse this summer. 

Seed Library 

2022 was the second year for 

the Seed Libraryðand the first 

Seedy Saturday seed & seed-

ling exchange. 

This joint project with Sustaina-

ble Merrickville-Wolford re-

ceived funding from the Lions 

Club and seeds from local 

growers.  Read more at: 

https://tinyurl.com/2s4jesre 

The Library loves to participate in community events! 

In 2022, the Library took green screen photos at Christmas in 

Merrickville and the Firefightersô Halloween Party. 

The Library was also part of the Merrickville-Wolford & District 

Chamber of Com-

merceôs first Snow-

flake Festival on 

Family Day.  Over 

125 people dropped 

by the Library for 

childrenôs activities 

and family fun.  

Community Events 

Story Trail 

https://mwecochamps.wixsite.com/my-site
https://tinyurl.com/2s4jesre
https://fb.watch/3wgLZ5jEcA/


In-Library Programs Are Back! 
The Library was delighted to bring back more in-library programming as 2022 pro-

gressedðincluding both old favourites and new additions.  Programs increase library 

use by families and children, promoting literacy and learning through play.  The Li-

braryôs in-person events also promote community well-being by encouraging en-

gagement, social interaction, and life-long learning for both children and adults.   
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  The Library Makes  

     A Difference 

TD Summer Reading Club 

ñThank you so much for the program.  Itôs 

kept my kids reading through the summer, 

without me making them do it.ò  ð L.P.  

ñI canôt get over how much heôs reading since 

it started.  Now he can just pick up a book 

and read it.  This is a great programò.  ðK.Q. 

This has made such a difference to my son. 

He is dyslexic and he made such progress in 

his reading this summer.  He was so excited 

to be in the contest and win a prize...  Itôs 

great to see him turning the pages willingly.  

Now heôs not so far behind and can read 

books that are more interesting to him. - K.M. 

& Other Programs 

ñThank you Merrickville Library and Andrea 

Howard [for the guided trail walk] - [My 

daughter] absolutely loved this!ò  ð  J.P. 

ñThank you so much for the craft session! 

[My daughter] had a great time. You really 

make the library the place to be!ò  ð V.C.  

Thank you for these [Halloween green 

screen photos] and for hosting an amaz-

ing [Halloween Howl] for the children. We 

appreciate the effort you put into weekly  

StoryTime and events like this. ð R.K. 

The TD Summer Reading Club combines our 
very popular Prize Draw (kids earn tickets by 
reading books) with weekly crafts & activities ð
this year including a guided nature walk with  
Merrickville Bug Lady, Andrea Howard and   
an exciting demonstration of swords and sword-
fighting by Omar Simonyi & Chris Chinkiwsky.  
We were glad to see participation in this program 

return to pre-pandemic levels in 2022. 

óFire trucksô is a popular theme at 

StoryTime, our most used pro-

gram. StoryTime develops pre-

literacy and motor skills through 

stories, songs, rhythm instru-

ments & a craft. Thanks for the 

helmets, Merrickville Fire Dept! 

The Library restarted our 

Art4Youth Workshops in 

memory of Brenda Carter  

with a summer painting work-

shop by Mary Loos and a   

fall one on cartooning by  

Graham Annable. 

Thank you to our local artists 

for leading these workshops 

and to the Merrickville Legion 

for donating to this program. 

Adult Programs:      46 

Participants:                327 
 

    Zoom Programs:      10 

Participants:                 45 
 

Kids Programs:    111 

 Participants:           1,161 
 

Summer Reading Club: 109 kids 
 

Class Visits (in Lib):      25 

Class Visits (to Sch):     34 

    Total Participants:          973 
 

Other Librarian Visits:  21 

    Participants:                   344 

Program Participation 


