
New Seed Library 
Gets Rave Reviews! 

We are delighted with the response to the new 

Seed Library.  It was met with enthusiasm by the 

many people who took seeds, and received uni-

formly positive feedback.  We are grateful for 

the support the project received from local 

growers who donated seeds and from the Mer-

rickville Lions Club, who provided “seed money” 

to expand the selection of seeds on offer. 

Although the provincial shutdown during most of 

the spring did hamper use of the Seed Library, 

we were able to continue to distribute seeds and 

are pleased at its success.  We look forward to 

even greater interest in 2022. 

The Seed Library is a joint project of Sustainable 

Merrickville-Wolford and Merrickville Public Li-

brary to provide free vegetable, herb and flower 

seeds to the community.  Its goal is to promote 

healthy local food and exercise options to en-

hance wellness and food security. 

The Seed Library also gives local growers the 

chance to share seeds they have grown success-

fully over the years — in some cases, seeds that 

have been cultivated locally for generations. 

A joint project of 



Seed Library Takes Root in 2021  
 The Seed Library opened on Sat, 

March 20 (1st day of spring). 

 Due to COVID restrictions  the hoped- 
for “Seedy Saturday” seed exchange 
event to kick off the project was not 
possible. 

 The Seed Library generated immedi-
ate interest with 20 visitors on the 
first day (75 packages of seeds taken). 

Note: Originally there was a limit of 5 
seed packets per user, but as more 
seeds were donated this was consid-
ered unnecessary. 

 Use was steady through the end of 
March and beginning of April (over 
half our users were during these 2 
weeks) 

 On April 3, the province imposed a 
new shutdown and the Library had to 
switch to curbside pick-up service.  
This continued until the end of June. 

 This shutdown in the middle of 
gardening season, and only 2 
weeks after the start date, re-
duced the use of the Seed Library 
since people could no longer enter 
the building to access it.  Howev-
er, a list of seeds was posted on 
the Library’s website and could be 
requested by phone, email, etc.  
Library staff were also able to 
wheel the display cart outside for 
browsing on the porch. 

 Sustainable MW took  the Seed 
Library to one of the Merrickville 
Emergency Food Cupboard’s pick-
up days to distribute seed to cli-
ents. 

 When the Library reopened, the 
Seed Library continued to be used 
through the summer, but to a 
lesser extent as the prime planting 
season was over. 

Background 
 

Inspiration 

 In 2019, Sustainable Merrickville-
Wolford approached Merrick-
ville Public Library about cre-
ating a Seed Library.  

 Planned for Spring 2020, it was 
deferred to 2021 due to the pan-
demic lockdowns. 

 

Preparation 

 Library staff contacted other li-
braries with seed libraries for 
information and suggestions. 

 The Library and Sustainable MW 
solicited donations of seeds from 
community growers starting in 
fall 2020.  Some seeds were do-
nated in the fall, but more during 
the spring (before and after the 
Seed Library was active) as the 
public became more aware of it.  
Seed saving resources were add-
ed to Sustainable MW’s website. 

 Sustainable MW approached the 
Lions Club for funding to pur-
chase additional seeds, and for 
other expenses.  The Lions Club 
generously donated $800 to-
wards the project.  Note: this 
money was given to the Library, 
which handled purchasing for this 
project. 

 Emalie Kamrath (Sustainable 
MW) selected and ordered seeds. 

 Members of Sustainable MW 
sorted the donated seeds. 

 Nancy Cain (Library volunteer) 
organized and set up a display 
cart to house the Seed Library. 

 Library staff managed the opera-
tion of the Seed Library and 
tracked use. 

 Media Coverage: the project was 
promoted in The Phoenix and NG 
Times, and on the websites and 
social media of the Library and 
Sustainable MW. 

Residents were  excited to see the new Seed Library! 
 
The Lions Club donated $800 to stock the Seed Library!  
Members Yves Grandemaitre and Kel McGreavy came 
by for a look on Opening Day. 



Lessons Learned & Looking Forward to 2022 

 “We’ve got tomatoes, beans, pumpkins…– it’s amazing how big they are already.   
Thanks to the Seed Library, we’ll have a full larder!”  — comment from Seed Library user 

Lessons Learned  
 Consider opening the Seed Library earlier next year 

(early March instead of the first day of spring), as some 

seeds can/should be started early. 

 Many seeds were donated after the Seed Library had 

opened.  This makes it difficult to decide what seeds to 

purchase and how many. 

 Limits on the number of seeds taken were not general-

ly necessary, although it might be considered for seeds 

in high demand. 

Looking ahead, the Seed Library is in good shape for 2022. 

Seeds  

Saving seeds is a key part of a sustainable community 

seed library.  Users of the Seed Library were encouraged 

to save seeds from their gardens to replenish the Seed 

Library.  Some new seeds have been donated (but, based 

on this year’s experience, most may come next spring).  

Most seeds remaining in our stock will still be viable in 

2022, which gives a solid starting inventory.  Strategies to 

raise awareness and solicit seed donations are needed. 

At the moment, the Seed Library has about 500 packets of 

seeds (see p. 1 infographic) which still need to be sorted 

for age.  There are only a few packets for most types, alt-

hough local growers have donated a lot of certain seeds. 

Funding 

Some of the Lions Club funds were intended to pur-

chase display/storage units; however, this has not been 

necessary so far.  With the Lions’ consent, remaining 

funds will be used in 2022 to expand the selection of 

seeds on offer, particularly those that proved popular 

this year.   

Current funds are: $325 remaining from the Lions Club 

funding, $120 received in donations, and $25 from the 

sale of gardening books.  This gives a total $470 for 

2022.  This should be sufficient to purchase new seeds; 

but if use is significantly higher in 2022, as is expected if 

there is no spring lockdown, it may be desirable to re-

plenish high demand seeds during the season (if possi-

ble).  In order to continue beyond 2022, fundraising 

strategies need to be considered for the future. 

Events and other plans 
Seed Libraries often host a seed exchange event at the 

beginning of the season.  This was discussed, but 

proved impossible in 2021 because of COVID.  A flexible 

“Seedy Saturday” event — that includes COVID pre-

cautions— should be planned for 2022.  Members of 

Sustainable Merrickville-Wolford and Library staff 

should meet in early 2022 to review these matters and 

plan for the future.   

 Most Popular Seeds 
 Sunflowers 

 Beans 

 Peas 

 Squash  
   (Winter & Summer) 

 Tomatoes 

 Insect-Friendly  
    Wildflowers 

 Marigold seed papers 

What do we have  
most of for 2022? 

 Beans 

 Corn 

 Kale 

 Winter Squash 

 Fennel 

 Echinacea 

 Hollyhocks  
 Sunflowers 

Frequent Requests 
 Carrots 

 Zucchini 
 Peas with edible  

pods 


